
Arkansas Children’s Week 2021 

Planning Toolkit 

Make Amazing Things Happen 



Welcome 
This toolkit is a resource for you as you plan activities and events to celebrate Arkansas 
Children’s Week. As you read through these pages, you’ll find information about Arkansas 
Children’s Week, ideas for events, and suggestions for connecting with families, your 
community, and your local media.  

About Arkansas Children’s Week 
Arkansas Children’s Week (ACW) has been a statewide tradition for more than 30 years!  
ACW is a celebration of children of all ages and their educators and families.  Through 
ACW, early educators and youth development professionals highlight the needs of children 
and families and the accomplishments of the adults who work with them. 

To support early learning and out-of-school-time programs, Arkansas State University 
Childhood Services provides three free resources. 

► Arkansas Children’s Week book

► Arkansas Children’s Week workshop

► This Arkansas Children’s Week planning toolkit

These resources can be found under the resources tab on the A-State Childhood Services 
website, http://asuchildhoodservices.org 

Our statewide Arkansas Children’s Week celebration occurs in April and coincides with 
NAEYC’s Week of the Young Child.  

Each year’s celebration has a topic, guided by suggestions from the field.  This year, our 
theme is Make Amazing Things Happen (MATH).  We’ll focus on the vital role that 
math plays in our everyday lives and consider ways that adults can support children’s 
mathematical thinking. 

Arkansas Children’s Week 
April 10 -16, 2021 

ACW 2021 Planning Toolkit 1

http://asuchildhoodservices.org/


2021 Big Ideas 
Here are some guiding beliefs for this year’s celebration. 

► Math is already an integral part of our day.
It’s woven into familiar routines and favorite stories, and it is ever-present in
children’s play.  Educators and families can mathematize each day by spotlighting and
expanding on “math moments.”

► Children thrive in a math-rich environment.
Adults can spark mathematical curiosity and invite children to construct knowledge
through active exploration:  gathering, scooping, sorting, building, and more.  Our
learning environments can be child-powered and full of fascinating possibilities!

► Early math is essential for children of all ages.
Skills children build in infancy and beyond provide a strong foundation for learning
in years to come.  Math isn’t just about academics.  Adults have the power to help
children develop positive math mindsets.  Math is a powerful way of proving and
confirming things, and a problem is an exciting invitation to figure something out.

► What we say and do matters very much.
Families and educators can model and teach math in engaging ways, guided by what
we know about child development.  We can help children recognize their own
thinking and reflect on what they know so far.  Our positive math stance can help
children grow.

Celebrating Arkansas Children’s Week 
Traditionally, communities and individual programs celebrate Arkansas Children’s Week in 
many different ways.  In some areas, families enjoy community-wide events hosted by 
collaborations of organizations.  All sorts of program-specific celebrations also occur in early 
education and youth development programs across the state.  Events in recent years have 
included parades, children’s concerts, open house events, funfairs, and more.  

At the time of this writing, health guidelines related to COVID-19 suggest that we need to 
celebrate in different ways this year—but we can still celebrate!  On the following pages, 
you’ll find ten possibilities.  These are just examples.  You and your staff will have ideas that 
are perfect for your program. 
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Family Cookbook 
Invite each family to share a favorite recipe.  Pair these with children’s drawings and photos 
of children’s imaginative cooking play to create a classroom or program cookbook.  Include 
information about how cooking together can support children’s math learning and provide a 
printed or digital copy of the cookbook for each family. 
 
 
Family Quilt 
Send home with each child and staff member a large square of paper, a glue stick, and a 
collection of geometric paper shapes.  Invite them to arrange the paper shapes to create any 
pattern, shape, or design they want.  Completed designs can be returned to you.  Laminate 
the pages and lace or tape them together to make a gigantic quilt that can be displayed in a 
window or outside the entrance of your program.  Together, we Make Amazing Things 
Happen for children!  
 
 
The Great Stuffed Animal Round-Up 
The activity emphasizes ways that families can incorporate math in everyday play.   
Begin by inviting families to gather all the stuffed animals they can find at home.  What math 
ideas come to mind?  Here are some ideas that could be offered as daily challenges. 
 

► Talk about size.  Do you want to play with the great big bunny or the little ladybug? 
Arrange the toys from smallest to largest.  

► Count and compare the number of legs on the toys.  What do you notice?  

► Group the toys by type:  bears in one pile, cats in another, and so on.  Which group is 
the largest?  Try grouping again by color, the number of legs, or some other way. 

► Work together to figure out the best way to transport all of the stuffed toys from one 
side of the room to the other.  What ideas would children like to try?  

► Take a photo of your favorite stuffed animal to send to your teacher.  These can be 
printed for counting, matching, and sorting at school.  

 
 
Math is for Everyone 
Invite families to write or record responses telling ways that they use math in everyday life. 
Examples include baking, auto repair, shopkeeping, and travel planning. You might also 
invite local leaders, athletes, and community helpers to share how they use math.  How does 
your local weather forecaster use math?  How about your high school’s basketball coach?  
Share these vignettes with families through secure social media or your program’s newsletter.   
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Math Materials Drive 
Invite families to donate math learning materials that can be used by people of all ages, such 
as the examples below. 

► Shape sorters and stacking rings for a children’s charity serving infants and toddlers

► Board games and puzzles for a youth program

► Dominoes, playing cards, and Sudoku books for a senior center or nursing home

Math Path 
Use chalk or tape to make a mathematical obstacle course outdoors.  Here are a few of the 
ideas you might try.  

► How far can you jump?  Make a starting line and place a measurement mark every 12
inches.

► Make a movement pattern.  Post a sign with a suggestion such as “Try a movement
pattern:  stomp, clap, stomp, clap, stomp.  Can you think of another pattern to try?”

► Follow the curvy trail.  Draw or paint a long, curving line to balance on or push a
stroller along.

► Hopscotch

► I-Spy shapes.  Place colorful, laminated shape cards along a portion of the trail.
These can be tied in trees or attached to the ground with garden stakes. How quickly
can participants spot the shapes?

Small groups of children can use your Math Path during the day, and families can enjoy it as 
they pick up their children at the end of the day.   

Photo Scavenger Hunt 
Share daily math challenges with families, such as the examples below. 

► Find something round

► Find a pattern

► Find 10 of something

► Find something with numbers

► Find a pair of something

Invite families to work together to take a photo in response to each challenge.  These can be 
texted or emailed to a program staff member who compiles them to share on an Instagram 
page, slideshow, or in another way.  
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Shape Search 
Cut very large shapes—such as circle, square, triangle, heart, and star—from plywood or 
another sturdy material.  Children can help paint the shapes.  Enlist the help of local 
businesses to place the shapes in shop windows or right outside their doors—anywhere they 
are very visible for passersby on the street or sidewalk.  Provide scavenger hunt clues or a 
map to guide families as they drive, bicycle, or walk to search for shapes around town.  

StoryWalk (Math Stories) 
A StoryWalk is a story-sharing event that takes place along a sidewalk or walking trail.  
Laminated pages of a book (or parts of a story) are mounted on stakes or weatherproof 
signs.  These are placed in order along the trail.  As children travel down the path, they 
encounter the story a bit at a time. Families can read each “chapter” as they progress along 
the trail.   
You might try one of the books listed below or use one of your group’s favorites.  

► It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles G. Shaw

► Over in the Meadow by Ezra Jack Keats

► Quack and Count by Keith Baker (requires 2-page groupings)

Find more tips for a successful StoryWalk at https://letsmovelibraries.org/storywalk/ 

Virtual Counting Concerts  
With permission from families, record small groups of children performing favorite counting 
songs and rhymes.  Here are some favorites. 

► The Ants Go Marching

► Five Little Ducks (Went Out One Day)

► Five Green and Speckled Frogs

Share with families and friends of the program through secure (private) social media posts. 
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Planning Arkansas Children’s Week Events 
Most programs begin making contacts and planning events well in advance.  Here’s a 
suggested timeline.  This timeline is just an example and can be adjusted to meet your 
program’s needs.  
 
January and Early February 

► Brainstorm partners for planning.   
Make a list of program staff, family members, and other friends of the program who 
might want to help with planning.  If you are planning a collaborative community-
wide or regional event, your planning team may also include partners from child care 
and early learning programs, schools, and support agencies in your area.  Think about 
the knowledge and skills that each potential team member might contribute to your 
event(s).  

 
► Picture how planning will take place. 

Think about when and how your planning group might connect. Do you envision 
phone calls, video conferencing, emails, or something else?  You don’t need exact 
meeting dates yet but should have an idea of the commitment that you will need from 
group members.  
 

► Finalize a planning team. 

Reach out to the people on your list.  Tell them about the Arkansas Children’s Week 
tradition and explain your timeline for meeting and planning.  Are they willing and 
able to participate?  Establish a first meeting date.  

 
February 

► Meet with the planning team to brainstorm ideas for Arkansas Children’s Week. 

Focus on your goals. What makes each potential event feel like a fit for children? 
How could you involve families, and what health and safety protocols should be 
considered?  You’ll also think about the cost and time commitment needed for 
various ideas.  Narrow your list to the ideas that feel most appropriate and feasible.  
 

► Determine a budget or funding source. 
 

► Plan dates and times for event(s).   

Look at other community events that are scheduled and think about the days and 
times when families will be most likely to participate. This year, special consideration 
might be given to times when families usually use social media.  
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February (cont.)  
 

► Decide on locations for your event(s).  Are any permissions needed to use these 
spaces?  Are there any insurance/liability or safety/security concerns?  Will the spaces 
be accessible to children or adults with limited mobility?   
 

► Break down your event(s) into tasks that can be managed by different team members.   

Examples include, but are not limited to: 

o Gaining permission to use spaces and making reservations 

o Gathering materials and supplies 

o Working with all teaching staff to ensure that everyone is included 

o Contacting and coordinating with local businesses or other partners 

o Designing flyers and social media posts to share information about your 
event(s) 

For example, one sub-committee might design fliers, while another collects needed 
supplies.  

 
► Make a list of agreed-upon responsibilities and set a timeline for each major task. 

You or a designated coordinator will check in with volunteers and sub-committees 
throughout the month. 
  

► Share information about Arkansas Children’s Week plans with all other program 
staff.  “Save the Date!” 
 

► Begin collecting orders for Arkansas Children’s Week t-shirts, if desired. 
 

The 2021 Arkansas Children’s Week t-shirt color is gold. 
This is the color of the Mathematical Thinking domain in 
the Arkansas Child Development and Early Learning 
Standards (CDELS).  
 
Shirts may be ordered from your favorite local or online 
print shop. Most shops will need orders by mid-March to 
ensure timely delivery.  
 
T-shirt Day is Thursday, April 15, 2021.  
 Join with others across the state and wear your ACW shirt 
with pride! 
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March 

► Register for, and plan to participate in, an Arkansas Children’s Week 2021 virtual 
workshop.  The workshop will be available in mid-March. 
 

► Continue to follow up with all sub-committees. Is everything going according to plan 
and schedule?  Work together to solve any challenges that arise.  
 

► Finalize t-shirt orders if you are purchasing shirts.  
 

► Finalize all reservations for spaces and any associated contracts or agreements.  
 

► Begin making decorations, assembling kits for families, or completing other labor-
intensive tasks.  Starting well in advance will make this fun, rather than fatiguing!   
 

► Advertise your event(s) with signs, banners, social media posts, and/or family 
reminders.  Check that families have all the necessary information about dates, times, 
and locations. 
 

► Contact local officials about issuing an Arkansas Children’s Week proclamation.  By 
reading a proclamation, officials highlight the importance of children and families in 
their community.  
 

► Contact local media about coverage for your upcoming events.   

This year, it may not be possible to invite television and news reporters into our 
programs.  However, we can still write letters or guest blog posts or suggest safe ways 
to report on our events.  For example, the outdoor Math Path or StoryWalk events 
could be filmed or photographed from a distance.  
 

 

Sample media invitation for local television or newspaper 

[Name(s) of your Program/Affiliate/Organization(s)] is celebrating Arkansas Children’s Week, 
April 10-16, 2021! This is an opportunity to show what [your city] is doing to help young 
children here in our community.  

[Describe your event, highlighting any visual opportunities the news station can video or the 
newspaper can photograph.  This could include the reading of a proclamation by a local official 
or it could be something visually interesting at your event.]  

[Name(s) and Title of your Affiliate/Organization’s Leader(s)] will be on hand to discuss 
Arkansas Children’s Week and the local impact of important early childhood education issues. 
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For more information about covering Arkansas Children’s Week events, please contact 
[Name(s) and Title of your Event Coordinator] at [email address] or [phone number]. 
 
April 

► Continue to generate excitement about your upcoming event(s)! 
 

► Schedule a final meeting to ensure that all event preparations are in order.  Think 
about the roles each person will play on the day of your event(s).   
 

► Share specific event plans with all program staff and answer any questions they may 
have.  This year, it may be especially important to follow schedules or traffic patterns 
that reduce crowding.  

 
► Find ways to recognize families and staff as part of your week-long Arkansas 

Children’s Week celebration.  
 

► Carry out and enjoy your well-planned event(s)!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April and early May, after your event(s) 

► Have a get-together (can be virtual) with the planning team to celebrate and evaluate.  
How did it go?  What were your successes?  
 

► Send letters of appreciation to community leaders, businesses, volunteers, and others 
who supported your event(s).  
 

► Begin or continue an Arkansas Children’s Week file for future reference. 
 

► Tell us about your event!  We would love to hear your Arkansas Children’s Week 
2021 stories!  You can share your experience here: 
https://forms.gle/pBNrdxKvYdJ7Cxbm8 or email us, MWhite@AState.edu. 
 
 

Arkansas Children’s Week 
April 10 -16, 2021 
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Celebrating Educators 
Many programs use Arkansas Children’s Week as 
an opportunity to celebrate program staff.  
Families and administrators might write notes of 
appreciation or make brief video tributes for each 
educator.  Here are some other ways that 
programs have recognized and thanked staff for 
their role in children’s learning. 

• Children’s Week t-shirts or aprons 

• Door decorations on the entrance of the 
program or each classroom door 

• Ice cream bars and popsicles, or other 
packaged treats, in the staff break area 

• Gift cards to a nearby drive-thru coffee 
shop or another favorite place  

• Flower bouquets for each staff member 

• New math materials gifted to each classroom, along with a water bottle or other 
token of appreciation for each classroom staff member 

 
Who can help your program thank the people who make amazing things happen for children  
every day?  

    

 

Spreading the Word About Arkansas Children’s Week 
Celebrating with children, families, and staff is part of the Arkansas Children’s Week 
tradition.  ACW also provides an opportunity to spread the word about Children’s Week and 
the issues and ideas that are important for children and families in your community.  
 
Before Children’s Week begins, you might reach out to other programs in your community 
to share ACW resources and encourage participation.  You might also connect with college 
and CDA educators who help prepare future teachers, home educators, children’s museums 
and libraries, and so on.  In your community, who are the people and programs that support 
children and families? 
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Before, during, or after Arkansas Children’s Week, you can spread the word through 
traditional and social media.  Write a newsletter article for families, send a letter to the editor 
of your local newspaper, or craft blog and social media posts to share with your online 
community.  
 
You could talk about the Arkansas Children’s Week tradition or about this year’s 
topic—"Make Amazing Things Happen”—and the importance of math in children’s play 
and investigation.  Arkansas Children’s Week can also offer an opportunity to call attention 
to the importance of high-quality child care and other relevant issues. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connecting with A-State Childhood Services 
We’ll be posting before and during Arkansas Children’s Week and we’d love to hear from 
you.  You are invited to follow and share from our social media accounts!  

► Our Facebook page can be found by searching for “Arkansas State University 
Childhood Services”.  

► Our Instagram account can be found by searching for “astate.childhood.services”.  

You can subscribe to our weekly digital newsletter here or by emailing TLewis@AState.edu.  

And, we’d love to hear all about your Arkansas Children’s Week ideas and events!  You can 
share here or email MWhite@AState.edu.  

  

 

 

Safe and Respectful Sharing 
 

Be sure that you have a release form for every child 
whose picture or video you would like to share!  All 
parents or guardians in a child’s life should give 
consent and be fully aware before their child appears 
in print, television media, or social media posts.  
 
Some strategies to help keep children safe include 
private and non-shareable social media posts, 
photos/videos that do not show children’s faces, and 
posts that do not use children’s names.   
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You and your program “Make Amazing Things Happen” every day.  
Thank you for all you do to support Arkansas children, families, educators, 
and communities!  

 

 

 

 

 

 




